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Read a
Million Pages
with
America’s
Promise

For the second
summer, the Lynchburg
Public Library is a
partner in the
community’s Read-A-
Million-Pages project.
From June 1 to
October 1, Lynchburg’s
youth will read to the
goal.

Celebrate National Poetry Month @ your library™

April is National Poetry Month. In honor of
poetry, Youth Services will be displaying collections
of poetry books in both the children’s and teens’
areas.

Youth Services offers books that range from
the classics such as Poems of RalphWaldo Emerson to
more contemporary titles such as Where the Sidewalk
Ends by Shel Silverstein. Poetry can be fun as well
as serious.

Here are just five books that we suggest you
check out.

Cactus Poems by Frank Asch and Ted Levin is a
collection of poems that explore the secrets,
vitality and humor of the desert. Beautiful color
photographs accompany poems that depict desert
ecosystems from the ancient petroglyphs to the
current daily wait for water. Discover the vast
differences found in the desert from the flick of
a lizard’s tongue to the slow steady gait of a

tortoise.
Dinosaurs Forever by William Wise gives
dinosaur enthusiasts one more book

to fill their curiosity about

g dinosaurs. Filled with humor-
ous dino-rhymes, this book helps us to ponder the
mysteries of the mysterious dinosaurs. What color
were they? What did they eat—or who?

Food Fight is a collection of 33 poems written
by children’s authors to join the fight against
hunger. Each author gives an insightful “portion”
of his or her favorite foods. Have you ever

considered the banana to be a “Crescent moon

zipped snug in its skin” or the pear to be “A fruit
guitar whose music is nectar”?

Insectlopedia by Douglas Florian presents 21
short poems about insects including the Io Moth
who wards off creatures like science teachers,
the Inchworm who strolls in thickets but never
gets speeding tickets, and Whirligig Beatles who
are like little toys but without wind up keys and
the noise.

Splish Splash by Joan Bransfield Graham not
only puts a lot of fun into her water poems, but
she also makes interesting shapes out of her
poems. Read Waterfall as the water tumbles
down, River as it winds through the mountains
and Steam as it rises up from the pot!

It is important that children experience
early exposure to poetry. The first nursery
rhymes that children hear become very satisfying
to them because they enable them to predict the
words. This allows them to “read” rhyming
passages long before they can decode words.
Once heard, children can play and replay the
rhymes in their memories. Even as adults, we
can replay rhymes that we have tucked away long
ago. To prove the point, do you remember the
words between Row...dream?

We invite you to come to the Youth Services
department and help us celebrate National
Poetry Month. Find a new poem about the
lo Moth or reacquaint yourself with an old
friend such as Little Miss Muffet.

Lorry RISINGER,YouTH SERVICES COORDINATOR

Reading Suggestions @ your library™

Rediscover

People come to the library for

Journal

Summer Volunteers Needed @ your library™

The Volunteer Office is currently recruiting
teenagers for summer volunteer positions. Each
summer the approximately forty teen volunteers
at the library usually contribute over 400 hours
of service.

Most teens work for the Youth Services
Department during the Summer Reading
Program. Teen volunteers make it possible for
the library to offer extensive summer program-
ming that reaches several hundred children, ages
three to twelve. There are numerous positions
available in other departments for those teens
who do not wish to work with young children.

Teens must be 13 years old or have com-
pleted the 7% grade in order to volunteer.
Group interviews for prospective volunteers are
scheduled for June 12" at 3:30 p.m. and June

14" at 10:00 a.m. Individual interviews can be
scheduled if teens cannot attend one of the group
interview sessions.

All new volunteers must also attend one
orientation session prior to Volunteering. New
volunteer orientation sessions are scheduled for
Monday June 17" from 10:00 a.m. until noon and

Thursday June 20" from 5:30 p-m. until 7:30 p.m.

Volunteer applications are available at the
Circulation Desk and at the Youth Services
Reference Desk. Applications are also available in
the guidance office at all Lynchburg City high
schools and middle schools. Please return the
completed applications to the library by Wednes-
day June 5®. For more information or to schedule
an individual interview please telephone the
Volunteer Coordinator at 847-1577.

Tax assistance
@ your library™

Once again, the AARP is offering help with
filing federal and state income taxes at both the
main and branch libraries. Through April 13,
members of the AARP will be at the Main
Library on Fridays and Saturdays from 9:30 AM
until 1:00 PM and at the Downtown Branch on
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:30 AM until
12:30 PM.

An additional tax aid this year is the availabil-
ity of Quicken tax software that may be used
on the library’s public access Internet computer
or from a home computer. Intuit has donated
access to the software, enabling those making
under $25,000 per year to complete federal and
state tax forms and file them electronically for
free; those earning over that amount will also be
able to access the software, but will be charged a
fee. Go to www.quicken.com/freedom

Homeschooling Resources
@ your library™

The library has many resources that will be
helpful to homeschooled children and their
parents, from The Big Book of Home Learning to
Homeschooling Almanac and The Internet for Educators
and Homeschoolers. The staff has prepared a
brochure which will act as a guide for materials
that can be found in the library, and on the
ase come in and pick up a copy.

Gift
Suggestions
or your
library

The state and city
budget crunches
naturally put pressure
on the public library
to make wise use of
the funds allotted to it.
Some magazine
subscriptions have had
to be cancelled. If you
don’t see your favorite
magazine on the
shelves any more,
consider making a
donation. The library
willingly accepts
donations of magazine
subscriptions. All
donations must meet
with the Library’s
collection develop-
ment policy. For more
information, please
call 847-1566 (adult)
or 847-1717 (youth

e get Questions
@ your library™

cr wonder what kinds of questions the
librarians at the reference desk and in Youth
ervices are asked. Well, we have lots of questions
of the “What is the capital of Afghanistan” type, and
hen there are ones such as the following which

services).

various reasons. Some come to ppeared on a fifth grade SOL worksheet: “Travel at

*  Oprah books
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Membership
for 2001

received after the
Annual Giving list was
published.

(please note that all
donations for 2002 will
appear in the Winter 2002
newsletter)

Meredith T. Averett

Bruce & Bonnie Benedict
Samuel P. Cardwell*

David Chambers+

Mr. & Mrs. C.L. Christian [l
Henry H. Dennis*

Mirs. Claire T. Flint

Mr. & Mrs. Robert H.
Garbee*

Drs. James & Anne Huston
Inklings Bookshop

Mrs. S. Thomas Martin

Dr. & Mrs. W.F. Quillian, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. John F. Richards

Moving? Please call
Sandra Wilson at 384-3963
with your new address.

*repeat Life member

Friends web
address

www.lynchburgva.gov/
publiclibrary/Friends.htm

Mary Olivia Rutledge
Breazeale (1910-2000)

Mary was born in Marshall County, Tennessee,
where her parents’ families had owned land
and farmed for generations. She grew up in
Lewisburg, then Nashville, where she
graduated from Vanderbilt and Peabody
Library School. While at Vanderbilt, Mary met
William MacSwain Breazeale. They were
married in 1938.

Mary was working in the library at
Vanderbilt when she first associated with The
Agrarians, a group of young writers fighting to
preserve rural southern culture. This was the start of
Mary’s lifelong interest in southern history and
literature.

For 23 years, Mary was reference librarian at
Randolph-Macon Woman'’s College. The
development of the Lynchburg Public
Library became one of Mary’s special
avocations. Her involvement with the
library allowed her love of history and
literature to intersect with progressive
political ideals. She was committed to
the view that free access to public libraries under-
writes informed citizenship. (Special thanks to Kenon
Breazeale for biographic information)

Other Newsy Items

The Friends Executive Board

The nominating committee presented, at the
March meeting, a nominated slate for the 2002-2003
Executive Board. The following will stand for
election at the annual meeting May 2nd.

Lloyd Lipscomb, President

Ellen Nygaard, Vice President

Mike McDermott, Treasurer

Paul McCarthy, Assistant Treasurer

Kim Carey, Recording Secretary

Judy Hengerer, Corresponding
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Friends Logo History

The Friends logo was the generous gift of Mrs.
Carroll H. Lippard. Sally's involvement with the
Friends began in 1964, when she and her late
husband, Cully, were recruited by Mary Breazeale to
join the original Friends and help establish the
library. Cully served on the Board from 1965-68 and
was the Friends' second President. Their daughter
Margie continued the family tradition by serving on
the Board in the mid-90's. It was in 1992, while
serving on the Friends Board, that Sally engaged the
Frank B. Wright Studios to design a suitable logo.

Commercial artist Frank Wright opened his
Lynchburg business in 1945 at the corner of 8th and
Main Street, and for 53 years designed logos and
projects of fine art that are still visible in our lives
today. How about that Chapstick logo (1935), or the

Lynchburg bicentennial design (1986) later
adopted into the City of Lynchburg logo.
2, For the Friends logo, Mr. Wright chose
2. the lamp of knowledge and an open book
within the half-moon windows of the new
public library at The Plaza. Mr. Wright still

LYNCHBURG PUBLICLIBRARY  helieves that if you can capture the pure

essence of a topic in a simple design it will make an
eloquent and lasting statement. The Friends logo
continues today (10 years later), clearly representing
the essence of the Friends” mission to the
community.

Frank Wright closed his
office about 5 years ago,
moving a portion of the
business to his basement
where work continues today.
You can view more of Mr.
Wright's talent on Sunday
afternoon May 19, 2002,
when a show of his work will
be on display for one week
in the Academy Educational Building at 600 Main
Street.

Secretary
Sandra Wilson, Membership
Coordinator

New Members-At-Large
Danny Givens
Bill Goodman

Linda Napior
JoAnna Beverly

Additional nomination of “Friends”
willing to serve on the executive board <
may be made from the floor.

Local artist Beth Brunson drew this pen and ink sketch
of the (then) new library in 1986. She was a newly minted
Studio Art graduate of Sweet Briar College. For several years
she made her living doing free lance work of this type for
Anne Alfieri architects and homeowners. The exquisitely detailed pictures
are suitable for framing or can be made into note cards. She
still lives in Lynchburg and is accepting private commissions.
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A PUBLICATION FOR AND BY THE FRIENDS OF THE LYNCHBURG PUBLIC LIBRARY

SPRING 2002

s6th Annual Meeting
of the Friends of the

Lynchburg Public Library

Tuesday, May 2nd
7:00 p.m.

Lynchburg Public Library Community Room

Light Refreshments served

Presenting a conversation with local authors lva Campbell Burford

and Nina V. Salmon, a panel discussion moderated by John Marsh.

Celebrating the Mary R. Breazeale Memorial Fund

Anne Spencer: “Ah, how poets
sing and die!”
and
Now the Song will be available for
purchase at the annual meeting

Dear Friends of the Library,

1

poets sing and die

books by Lynchburg writers.

Lloyd Lipscomb
Board President

I'm happy to announce that the Friends of the Library received a
generous gift of over $25,000 at the end of 2001. This gift from Kenon
Breazeale is given in memory of her mother, Mary R. Breazeale, who was a
reference librarian at Randolph-Macon Woman’s College and a member of the
first Board of Directors of the Friends of the Lynchburg Public Library.
Because Mary Breazeale had an active interest in Southern history and culture,
the Board of the Friends has decided to use a portion of this gift each year for
library materials or special projects related to this particular area of interest.

In recognition of the gift, this year’s annual meeting of the Friends be
devoted primarily to the topic of Southern history and culture. On Thursday,
May 2, at 7:00 p.m., two local writers, Iva Campbell Burford and Nina V.
Salmon, will speak about their recent books. These books were published in
part through the auspices of the Center for the History and Culture of Central
Virginia at Lynchburg College. Nina Salmon’s book, Anne Spencer: “Ah, how
includes a collection of Spencer’s poems with a commen-
tary of her life and work. Iva Burford’s book, Now the Song, contains her
childhood memories of life at Lynchburg’s Miller Orphanage. Each book
opens up an aspect of local history that may be new to us.

I hope to see you at the Annual Meeting as we celebrate the establish-
ment of the Mary R. Breazeale Memorial Fund and the publication of these




